Welcome Back

Year 12 Food and Hospitality
Celebration Cakes

Top Left:

Sweets Cake by Lauren Palmer
Top Right:
Native Flower Cake by Aalilyah Fallows
Bottom Left:
Lemon Cake by Lucy Turra

This was certainly not the start to term 3 we were expecting. It is wonderful
to have students back to face-to-face learning. Thank you for your support of
the school and staff during the lockdown. Many restrictions remain in place:

There will be no canteen or breakfast club until further notice

The community library remains closed until further notice

Parents are requested not to enter classrooms. Where possible drop
and collect your child outside the school grounds and maintain the
appropriate physical distance from others.

If you need to come to the front office, please wear a mask.

Staff and students in years 7 and above have to wear masks when
indoors and on school buses
We appreciate your support with these restrictions and will keep you
informed as things change.
Unfortunately, the lockdown and current restrictions have affected some
planned events, excursions or performances. Where possible these will be
rescheduled.
If you have concerns about how the lockdown and current restrictions have
affected your child, please don’t hesitate to contact the school.

Joelene Anderson
Principal

In a blink of an eye, there’s half the year gone, and COVID continues
to play havoc with our plans. It has been a hectic year for both the
community and school side of operations.
Earlier in the year, we successfully streamed the Adelaide Writers
Festival in the library meeting room. Many patrons were able to
access this vital humanities entertainment from the air-conditioned
comfort of the meeting room on our 75”, 4K television.
Country & Outback Health have also continued to have fortnightly
sessions with clients from around the council area, providing
important health support to regional communities.
One new addition to our services was to be the provision of monthly
drop-in sessions from Baptcare, who will be running sessions for
families and carers trying to navigate the NDIS. The recent COVID
outbreak, has unfortunately, cancelled their first session.
Senior Computing, Tablet and IT sessions continue to operate on
Fridays, (and our definition of senior is flexible). Please let family
members or friends who are having trouble using technology know
that they can contact us for one-on-one help or training.
On the school side of operations, we were to host the Meerkat
Productions team performance of Maggie Hutchings’ Your Birthday
Was The Best. Border closures and lockdowns, however, prevented
the team from getting to us in Week 2. We have rescheduled that
performance to week 9 of this term and will be inviting school
students from all over the council area.
Books and Babes has continued to go from strength to strength this
year, rebuilding numbers after last year’s COVID disruptions. Our
previous session had 20 participants. Fingers crossed, the
interruption caused by the latest COVID lockdowns has a reduced
effect.
The Library continues to be the place to view examples of work
produced by our primary school students. We encourage you to view
them when restrictions ease.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF OUR SAPSASA FOOTBALL
AND NETBALL REPRESENTATIVES IN 2021.
This year the format was different as some primary schools no longer have year 7’s as they are now classed
as high school students.
Monday to Wednesday the year 6’s had carnivals with Naish Ireland representing Port Broughton Area
School in football and Indie Sims and Ada Smith for netball. Both the Football and Netball for Northern
Yorke year 6 teams ended up with silver medals
Then from Wednesday to Friday the year 7’s carnival was held. Congratulations to Karsha Ireland for
representing us in Netball and Harry McInerney and Clay Adams representing us in football. Also big
thankyou to past student Nick Hewett for coaching both of the football teams.

Hi there and welcome back for what we might call the second start to Term 3. The overwhelming positivity
and enthusiasm of students returning to school after a week’s lockdown has been so wonderful to see. It is
ultimately affirming as a school to see that our students feel a sense of belonging, and perhaps without even
realising it, value school as an important part of their lives. Thank you to students and parents who made
learning at home possible. As teachers we did our best to provide activities that could work for you on the
other side of the school gate but we realise how difficult it is.
A week at home under lockdown restrictions has perhaps given all of us some perspective on what is most
important in our lives. We can be grateful that we are not in the same situation as those in Sydney at the
present moment, with a lockdown announced for at least another month. Our lives in comparison are very
mildly affected. Despite this, we are still impacted in far more subtle ways. In the back of our minds there is
still the worry of “what if it comes here?”. Financial and economic impacts of course take a back seat to our
health, but they are very real concerns. Children feel these pressures too, however they don’t have the same
understanding that adults do. They soak up information at a phenomenal rate, but don’t process it in the
same way. When they don’t understand something, conclusions will often be drawn that are inaccurate and
can cause heightened levels of anxiety and worry. They may not realise what the problem is and it may not
be obvious to the adults that love and care about them.
At school I have had open and honest discussions with all classes about COVID-19, Coronavirus and related
topics. Each age group has differed in the content and depth of what we have talked about. I have provided
several opportunities where students have been free to have discussions as a group and to ask questions.
Feedback I have had from students is that they appreciated the chance to talk openly without being given
too much “grown-up” information surrounded by language that they don’t understand.
We must remain positive at this difficult time but sometimes it is hard. Life is demanding enough without a
disaster like this to deal with. If you or your children are struggling, I urge you to seek help. I have time to
spend with our students every day in my capacity as Wellbeing Leader. I can talk to groups or provide
individual help. I am also willing and able to meet with you as parents to talk about your concerns over the
phone (86352105) or email (david.remfry823@schools.sa.edu.au). Other avenues of assistance include an
appointment with your doctor or accessing phone and internet services such as Lifeline (phone 131114) or
Beyond Blue (1300224636).
Stay safe and take care,
Dave Remfry
Student Wellbeing Leader.

